THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

As we were finishing our conversations, in the building
opposite my office the Nationalist flag had just been
unfurled. I went out on the balcony and lorries began to
pass full of excited people who were shouting: "Arriba
Espana!" and making the Fascist salute. The Nationalist
representatives, who saw all this from the window of my
office, could not repress their indignation and were really
frightened. They asked me if I would go as soon as
possible to the Radio to speak to the people of Valencia
and calm them. The Leader of the Falange for Catalonia
and Levante was very surprised, and could not understand
what had happened, because the Falangists had been
ordered to remain in their houses.

When I had ordered the relief of the Military Com-
mandant and the Civil Governor I took advantage of
the generous offer which had been made to me by the
Minister of Panama that I should put my wife under the
protection of that Republic in the building of its Legation
in Valencia, and also Generals Aranguren and Martinez
Cabrera, and Colonel of the Assault Guard, Armando
Alvarez. (It should be quite evident that if, as the
Communists have said, I had been working with France
and Great Britain, it would not have occurred to me to
place them in the Panama Legation, since Franco had
refused to recognise this Government, but rather that I
should have put them under the protection of the British
and French Consulates. If I had done this I would have
avoided what afterwards happened, that is to say that the
Nationalists should assault the Legation and take them all
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